CHAPTER XV
THE 'INDISCRETIONS' OF LADY SUSAN
I HAVE been in fifty minds about writing this last chapter, because in it I must justify the title of my book. It is only fair, however, to my husband that I should state how it came about that I unwittingly checked a career which, judged upon its own merits, ought admittedly to have had a brilliant ending.
When the war was over and private individuals, like Governments, began to review the situation in the light of recent developments, Walter came to the conclusion that unless Diplomacy offered in the near future a real bait to ambition, he would sooner retire from it.
We were both tired of our long exile abroad. To be quite honest, we were more particularly tired of the " habit" acquired by the Prime Minister during the war of popping the plums of our Service into the mouths of ex-Cabinet Ministers and others, although in most cases they had no claim to them, being devoid of that expert training which is necessary for the proper fulfilment of the functions appertaining to so highly specialized a profession.
"Amateur" diplomacy does not always work the wonders expected of it, as was proved only the other day at Genoa when Mr. Lloyd George was confronted
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